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BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

4. Plants. The EA/ISIMND states that Sanford's arrowhead is the only special-status plant species known to 
occur in the Project vicinity and that the species has been found along the river, within 3 miles of 
restoration sites. The document concludes that, "Because Sanford's arrowhead occurs in slow-moving 
waters, it is very unlikely to occur in areas of project-related disturbance, and unlikely to be adversely 
affected by project implementation. Therefore, impacts to plants are less than significant. 11 

As Project construction would be conducted along the river in various locations, and the species has been 
found relatively close to the Project, Commission staff believe that the species has the potential to occur; 
therefore, the impact should be considered potentially significant and mitigation for pre-construction 
surveys and coordination with CDFW should be required if the species is identified. 

Response: The presence of Sanford's arrowhead in the disturbed areas is highly unlikely and substantial evidence 
has not been provided to suppot1 a conclusion that this impact is potentially significant. However, 
fo fully implement your mitigation recommendations, the City has clarified proposed Mitigation 
Measure BI0-4, as presented in the previous section. 

5. Fish. Impacts to fishfro111 accidental spill or exposure to hazardous ,naterials, and suspended sediment 
and turbidity levels are discussed on page 31 of the EAIISIMND and page 33 discusses nursery sites for 
juvenile fish. Both impacts conclude that with inclusion of mitigation measure (MM) GE0-1, the impacts 
would be reduced to a less-than-significant level. 

MM GE0-1 begins with the words "if required. 11 The MM does not address what measures will be 
implemented if the particular Project site does not require a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan, which 
is often the case for sites less than one acre. In order to effectively reduce i111pacts to fish species, the 
EAIIS/MND must clearly lay out what measures will be implemented to avoid exposure to hazardous 
materials and turbidity. As written, the MM does not appear to be sufficient. 

Response: To fully implement your mitigation recommendations, the City has clarified proposed Mitigation 
Measure GEO- I, as follows: 

Mitigation Measure GEO-1: Prepare and Implement a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan and 
Associated Best Management Practices. 

When required, the City/Water Forum shall prepare and implement the appropriate Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP), or Stormwater Management Plan (SWMP), as needed, to prevent and control 
pollution and to minimize and control runoff and erosion in compliance with State and local laws. The 
SWPPP or SWMP shall identify the activities that may cause pollutant discharge (including sediment) 
during storms or strong wind events, techniques to control pollutant discharge, and an erosion control 
plan. Regardless of the need for a SWPPP or SWMP, construction techniques and BMPs will be 
identified and implemented, as appropriate to reduce the potential for runoff, exposure to hazardous 
materials, and manage turbidity. Construction techniques will include minimizing site disturbance, 
controlling water flow over the construction site, stabilizing bare soil, and ensuring proper site cleanup. 
BMPs that specify erosion and sedimentation control measures to be impl.emented, may include silt 
fences, staked straw bales/wattles, silt/sediment basins and traps, geofabric, trench plugs, teirnces, water 
bars, soil stabilizers re-seeding with native species and mulching to revegetate disturbed areas. If suitable 
vegetation cannot reasonably be expected to become established, non-erodible material will be used for 
such stabilization. 

If required, the SWPPP or SWMP shall also include a spill prevention, control, and countermeasure plan, 
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and applicable hazardous materials business plans, and shall identify the types of materials used for 
equipment operation (including fuel and hydraulic fluids), and measures to prevent and materials 
available to clean up hazardous material and waste spills. The SWPPP or SWMP shall also identify 
emergency procedures for responding to spills. The SWPPP shall also include dust control practices to 
prevent wind erosion, sediment tracking, and dust generation by construction equipment, including during 
gravel processing. 

The BMPs presented in either document shall be clearly identified and maintained in good working 
condition tlu-oughout the construction process. The construction contractor shall retain a copy of the 
approved SWPPP or SWMP on the construction site and modify it as necessary to suit specific site 
conditions through amendments approved by the Central Valley RWQCB, if necessaiy. 

The City and all contractors will abide by regulations governing hazardous materials transpo11 are 
included in CCR Title 22, the California Vehicle Code (CCR Title 13), and the State Fire Marshal 
Regulations (CCR Title 19). Transp011 of hazardous materials can only be conducted under a registration 
issued by the California Depatiment of Toxic Substances Control. Construction contractors would be 
required to use, store, and transp011 hazardous materials in compliance with Federal, State, and local 
regulations during project construction. 

Timing: Before and during construction. 
Responsibility: City/Water Forum and Construction Contractor(s). 

6. Reptiles. The EAIIS/NIND states that Western pond turtle habitat on the restoration and borrow sites is 
unlikely to be used for nesting, due to unsuitable substrate conditions. Therefore, impacts to reptiles 
includh1g Western pond turtle are less than significant. 

Although the EAIISININD does mention that Western pond turtle basking may take place within the Project 
sites, there is no mitigation provided for potential impacts to the species during construction. Commission 
staff believe this impact is potentially significant and mitigation is needed to compensate for possible 
disturbance of this species. 

Response: The presence of Western pond tmile in the disturbed areas is highly unlikely and substantial evidence 
has not been provided to supp011 a conclusion that this impact is potentially significant. However, 
to fully implement your mitigation recommendations, the City has clarified proposed Mitigation 
Measure BI0-4, as presented in the previous section. 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

1. Discovery of Unknown Cultural Artifacts. Page 35 of the EAIISININD discusses cultural resources in 
the Project area and concludes that " ... given the physical context of the site, situated in the river and 
modern sand bars and sediment, archaeological sensitivity is extremely low. Therefore, the proposed 
project would have no impact." 

Commission staff disagrees with the City's conclusion. Since dredging will occur duringjl.ood plain and 
side channel creation and enhancement, there is the potential (however small) for discovery of unknown 
cultural artifacts. Commission staff recommend the impact be change to potentially significant with 
incorporation of MMTCR-Jb, which appears to mitigate this impact. 

Response: The presence of unknown cultural atiifacts in the disturbed areas is highly unlikely and substantial 
evidence has not been provided to supp011 a conclusion that this impact is potentially significant. 
However, to fully implement your mitigation recommendations, the City has clarified proposed 
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Mitigation Measure TCR-1 b by adding the following text at the end of the mitigation measure: 

The title to all archaeological sites, and historic or cultural resources on or in submerged lands of 
California is vested in the State and under the jurisdiction of the California State Lands 
Commission (Pub . Resources Code, § 6313 ). Additionally, the final disposition of archaeological, 
historical, and paleontological resources recovered on State lands under the jurisdiction of the 
California State Lands Commission must be approved by the Commission. 

Thank you again for your review and comments on the EA/IS/MND. If you have any questions or need additional 
information regarding the proposed project or proposed mitigation clarifications, please contact me at (916) 808-
1993 or by email at lallen@cityofsacramento.org. 

Sincerely, 

Lilly All 
Project Coordinator 

cc: Cynthia Herzog, Senior Environmental Scientist, California State Lands Commission 
Jamie Gan-ett, Staff Attorney, Californi,a State Lands Commission 
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